CONCLUSION

, For a good tree bringtth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree
bring forth good fruit.   ,

St. Luke, Chafter vi, Vene 43.

IN the foregoing pages we have seen how the Germans write, speak,
and think. Our selection of quotations from the most authoritative
representatives of German thought enables the reader to fathom the
depths of the soul of Germany, and to realise why the German nation
has been a second time the cause of a European, nay more, a world
catastrophe.

During the years 1914 to 1918 our own generation experienced the
first act of the tragedy provoked by pernicious German thought; now
for more than two years we have been experiencing the second act of
the same tragedy. Only by acquiring a fundamental knowledge of the
modern soul of Germany and stripping ourselves of all illusions in
regard to that soul may we avoid for ourselves or for the coming gener-
ation the third and last act, which in all probability would at last bring
the Germans victory and hegemony over the world. That victory
would connote the destruction of the freedom of individuals and'
nations, and also the end of contemporary civilisation based on the
Greek and Christian traditions. Then indeed would be realised
the prophecy of the Norse Edda:

Wind time!  ^ Wolf time!   There shall come a year
When no man on earth his brother man shall spare.

It entirely depends on the nations which defeat the Germans in
this war whether they will a second time lose the peace. Though
they lost the last war, during the twenty years following 1918 the
Germans won the peace, and this enabled them not only to unleash
a second war, but to come much nearer to victory in 1940 than they
had in 1914-18. The victors of 1918 did not gather the fruits of
their four years of gigantic effort, for they believed the German
propaganda that the responsibility for the war rested only on Kaiser
Wilhelm II and his clique, and not on the entire German nation,
which thenceforth was to be a model of democracy and progress to
all Europe.
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